Tucker

from page AS
Lo eall it

Neale was 24 yvears old at the
T,

The following summer, Mid-
head coach Duane Sheldon
ooked Neale up with his gy,
and Neale put on a hasketball
CHmp.
“1 think we had abouyr 35
kids.” he laughs. “It was fun,”

Neale pow runs eight Score
More camps per summer, His
final camp of the year, for pirls,
i3 taking place at the Ommn Fit-
ness Center in  Middleburg

Heights.

“We worked with 850 kids,
both boys and girls,” Neale
SAVE.

Neale's home bases are the
recrealion cenlers in Strongs-
ville and Westlake, Omm and
St Columbkille. He also runs a
camp in Norwich, N.Y., not [ar
from the Colgate campus.

During the winter, WNeale
lakes on 40 players of all ages
along the North Coast.

“l waork for an hour a weelk
with each of them,” he says.
“That's & pretty good 40-hour
week. | let the coaches handle
them in lerms of the team and
what they need them to do. 1
work on mdividual skills and
some of the mental approaches
to the game ™

In addition, Neale is the ex-
eculive direcior of SMAC
(Score More Athletic Club), a
non-profil organization which
sponors ruvel basketball teams
for boys and girls in the Greater
Cleveland area.

“When we started three years
ago, we had nine teams,” Neale
says. “Then it jumped up 1o 24
teams. Now, we sponser 6
teams for players in  grades
3-11, with 23 bovs teams and
13 girls teams, We have aboul
400 kids in the program.”

Breu Larmick, who playved for
Elyma and the College of Charl-
ston, calls Neale, “the hardest
working puy in the business.™
Larrick works with Neale at his
carmps.

“Tucker has some real good
drills, and he has a great way of
bringing enthusiasm to kids,”
Larmck says. “He knows how to
teach shooting.”

Neale's reputation is spread-
ing.

He has been tutoring NBA
T-footer Calvin Booth for three
years, The two work out to-
gether for 10-12 hours a week.

“This suwmmer, Calvin has
been working on improving his
ability o %m the "
Neale says of Boeth. who
played at Pean State and for the
Dailas Mavericks before sign-
ing with the Seattle Supersonics
last week. “I've been working
with him on the jab-step series,
mr dribbles . . | teaching a big
guy guard skills. The guy can
shoot the ball well from the out-
side.”

Meale also worked with for-
mer Kansas plaver Kenny Gre-
gory, who went unselected in
merylr\lﬂﬂ draft.

"Kenny came for a while this
summer,” Neale says. “He
needed some work on his shot.”

Former St UEdward plaver
Steve LePore, who sat out last
season after transfering from
Northwestern 10 Wake Forest,
also works with Neale in the
off-season. So does B-W junior
guard Johnny Carroll,

“They're all coming over to-
mght to play Nintendo,” Neale
laughs. “Calvin, his COusin,
Steve, Johnny, (former Walsh
Jesuit playver) Nick Catanzarite.
The whole gang,

“We're going to
Madden foothall ™

Neale credits his father, Jim,
n former star at Rhodes I-h'lgh
School, with creating a love for
the game of basketball,

"My futher was always my
shooting coach, no maner if it
was in  grade school, high
school or college,” he savs, “If
something was wrong, he could
find it and help me fix it. He
helps me out a great deal, going
to high school games around the
area and finding things about a
kid*s shot when 1 can’( find i,

“l hope to someday say that
I'm as good a shooting coach as
he ig.™
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